
Improving your Google Search 

Guided Notes 

Phrase Searching Put quotes around the phrase to search exactly those words in that 

order  

 

"adolescent development"  

 

"developmental delay"  

Limit by domain Put the domain ending after site:. 

 

site:.gov 

Exclude domain Put a minus symbol (no space) before site:. 

 

-site:.com 

Exclude terms Put a minus symbol (no space) before the term 

 

 

oracle mythology –sun 

 

buffalo  -bills –‖new York‖ 

Pre-search terms, topic Wikipedia, encyclopedia. 

 

Using correct terms helps you find better information. 

 

Example ―bedside manner‖ Pre-searching helps you find the terms you may 

not have know existed. 



Using CVU databases 

Guided Notes 

What is a database? 

 

 

 

How is it different from 

Google? 

A library database is a collection of articles and information from 

printed published sources.  

These encyclopedia, journal, newspaper, and magazine articles and es-

says are not available for free on the internet. 

 

Even though you access databases through the internet, the content is 

from published print sources. Users pay a subscription fee to access the 

full text of these articles. The library pays subscriptions for these data-

bases, and they are part of the library collection, just like books. You 

have to be at school or log in from home to access the databases. 

Database Strengths Quality reviewed information 

Neutral viewpoint 

Known authors and sources 

Information has already been vetted—you spend less time evaluating 

Originality—don’t have to worry the information has been lifted from 

another site. 

Content in a limited subject area—history, health information, literature—

you won’t find wildly off topic junk 

Commercial free, junk free 

Database Weaknesses Slow and clunky 

Need some skill to search, not intuitive & self-correcting like 

Google 

Because no ads, less well known, except among researchers, 

academics.  

Content is not updated and added as fast as the free Internet 

Search Tips: 

 

Spelling 

Truncation 

Wrong spelling=no results found 

 

Truncate or stem word back to word root, then add asterisk (wild card) to stand 

for following letters) 

Search Tips: 

 

Keyword vs. Subject 

Phrase Searching 

Combining Terms 

Keyword looks for the word you typed anywhere in content. Your word may 

appear somewhere in the article, but have nothing to do with your research 

topic. 

 

Subject is an agreed-upon term that is standardized to describe a topic. 

 

Use quotes to find words together in order 

 

Use AND to make sure both terms are present 

 

Use NOT to find content that does NOT contain a term 


